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  Thursday 23th October 2025  

 Diary Dates  

  

 Friday 24th October   - School closes 3:20pm - Half 

term holiday begins 

 

 Monday 3rd November – Children back in  

 school 

 

 5th/13th/21st November - Open sessions for   

 potential reception parents 

 

 W/c 10th November – 5-week club courses 

begin 

 

 13th November – Y4 visit to the Northampton 

shoe and boot museum 

 

 14th November – Year 3 visit to Abington Park 

 

 20th November – Whole school poetry visit  

 from The Word Guerilla 

 

 21st November – Children in Need -  

 Non-uniform (details to follow) 

 all donations will go to Children in Need. 

 

 27th November - Friends Mufti Day – donations for 

Christmas hampers  

 

 28th November – INSET day – children not in 

 school 

 

 3rd December – Y5 visit to Black Country 

 Museum (8am-5pm) 

 

 9th December 2pm – Lower Phase Christmas 

 Production dress rehearsal to grandparents   

 End of Autumn Term 1! 

 

It has been a very long first term back at school for 

everyone, particularly for our Nursery and Reception 

children. The children and staff have been amazing but 

are more than ready for a rest to recharge their batteries 

ready for the next term! 

 

A huge thanks to you, our parents. Without your ongoing 

support and engagement, we would not be able to offer 

the wide variety of events (such as trips, themed days, 

charity days) that make the children’s learning 
memorable.  

 

I would also like to extend my thanks for the many kind 

messages and words of support from parents following 

my retirement announcement. I will continue to work 

with staff, parents, children and governors to keep moving 

the school forward until I retire at the end of the Easter 

term. Governors will shortly begin the recruitment 

process for a new headteacher and will keep you updated 

accordingly.  

 

 At the start of October, Nursery and Reception classes 

hosted their Macmillan coffee mornings and raised over 

£100 again! Thank you to all who contributed or took the 

time out of their day to attend, it was wonderful to see so 

many of you and greatly appreciated by staff and the 

children who always enjoy visitors. 

 

The NMPAT "OcTubaFest", its 20th anniversary, took place 

on Sunday 19th October. More than 75 children, young 

people, and adults spent the afternoon working together 

to make music for an informal charity concert which was 

performed to family and friends in the evening, raising 



 and young children 

 

 10th & 11th December 2pm - Lower Phase  

 Christmas Production  

 

 11th December – Friends Disco’s Y1 – Y6  

 

 12th December 11:15 – 11:45am- Nursery sing-   

 a-long for parents. 

 

 12th December 2:15 – 2:45pm - Reception sing- 

 a-long for parents. 

 

 15th December – Coombs Christmas lunch for 

 pupils (order in advance via Parentpay) 

 

 16th December 3.15pm – Upper Phase Carol  

 Concert on the playground, weather  

 permitting 

 

 18th December – Class Christmas parties 

 

 19th December – Christmas Jumper day and   

 last day of term 

 

  

  

money for Save the Children. Two members of Barry 

Primary attended and took part - Hazel Purser (Yr5) and 

Jimmy Brown (Yr6). A special mention goes to Ms Rachel 

Coles, our brilliant brass teacher, who founded 

OcTubaFest and continues to lead it each year with her 

infectious passion for brass music, especially the low-note 

instruments. The children and parents felt very fortunate 

to be part of this wonderful celebration of music. As a 

school, we are incredibly proud of the children and the 

time and effort they put into practising and performing 

and our continued affiliation with NMPAT who continually 

provide the children with the opportunity to master 

playing an instrument and perform in a public arena!  

 

Finally, well done to our Year 6 pupils, parents and staff 

who took park in the 25th anniversary of Northampton’s 
Diwali Festival of Lights on Saturday 18th October. The 

children had worked hard during their hands-on workshop 

earlier in the term to make their own lanterns which were 

proudly held high throughout the event. Thank you to Mrs 

Brown for organising the school’s participation in this event 
and to all those who attended as part of the parade or in 

support of the event. 

 

Remember to check diary dates for any upcoming pre-

planned visits or events and keep an eye out for messages 

via ParentPay. This is particularly important as some of 

our visits such as the Y5 trip to the Black Country Museum 

leave before the start of the school day, it is important 

that children arrive on time or they risk being left behind! 

Important dates and previous newsletters can also be 

found on our school website, barryprimary.com. 

 

On their return after the half term break, please ensure 

that children have coats with them. The weather is only 

going to get colder and wetter as we move further into 

winter! With OPAL now well established at school, we do 

not let the weather keep us from playing out wherever 

possible so it is important that the children have 

appropriate outdoor wear every day. If you wish for your 

child to have wellies in school for wet days please ensure 

they are named! 

 

We hope you all have a wonderful half term break and 

look forward to seeing the children back in school on 

Monday 3rd November 2025.   

 

 Mrs Gardner-Potter 



 Headteacher  

  

 

Congratulations!  

Goodbye Mr Luu! Sadly, he will be teaching his final lessons at the end of this week as he moves away from 

teaching to embark on a new career. We wish him all the very best of luck for the future and extend a warm 

‘Thank You’ for all the time and effort he has given to the many children of Barry Primary – he will be 

missed.  

 

Welcome to Mrs Amina Hussein who will be joining us in the new term. She will be teaching across the 

school covering teachers planning (PPA) sessions and absences. 

 

Congratulations to Mrs Woodger who will join the middle leadership team as our new Lower Key Stage Two 

Lead (Y3 and Y4). She will continue to teach in Year 4 but along with Miss Wright (KS1) and Miss Taylor 

(Upper KS2) will join the school leadership team. 

 

Barry the Bulldog – Attendance mascot 

Barry continues to visit classrooms on a weekly basis to celebrate whole class best attendance – children 

across the school love having him in their classrooms. So far this school year Barry has visited… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance  

We continue to monitor attendance very closely and report concerns about attendance termly to the local 

authority. Please ensure you read our attendance policy and the National Framework for Fixed Penalty 

Notices carefully as it relates to all unauthorised absence over 5 days in a 10-week period. Obviously, children 

do pick up bugs and viruses that circulate but it is important that you inform the school of any absence and 

the reason for it otherwise it is an unauthorised absence. For sickness absence please use the studybugs app 

or call the school office. 

 

Any absence other than sickness requires a yellow request for leave form to be completed and handed into 

the school office. I am unable to authorise any family holidays during term time, but a form still needs to be 

completed. Any holidays during term time are subject to a fixed penalty notice – the current rate is £80 per 

week, per child. A copy of our updated punctuality and attendance policy is available on our school website, 

along with a copy of the National Framework for Fixed Penalty Notice letter. 

 

Our current whole school attendance is 94.5%, our aim is for whole school attendance to be 96% or above, 

in line with national attendance. 

Week ending Key Stage One 

 

Key Stage Two 

 

 Class attendance Class attendance 

5th September  2SM 99.2% 4KW 98.3% 

12th September  2SM 97.3 % 4KW  97.3% 

19th September  1SJ 96.5% 4NS  96.8% 

3rd October  2NW  97.3% 6RR  100% 

10th October 2SM  97.9%  4NS 96% 

17th October 2SM 99.4% 5DP 99.4% 



 

Road safety 

We have received several concerns from residents throughout the term regarding inconsiderate parking. 

Please be mindful that the local residents form part of our school community and we need to show 

consideration and respect at all times. If you are parking on any of the streets surrounding the school, please 

do not park across residents’ driveways and if asked to move because you have parked inconsiderately please 

do so and remain polite in your interactions! 

 

Please remember that any unsafe parking, parking on double yellow lines, leaving your vehicle overhanging 

a junction, letting children out in the middle of the road and driving quickly along the road puts all children 

at risk as they come to and from school. Covington Street, Lutterworth Road and Barry Road are all 20mph 

roads. Directly outside school are double yellow lines – please be considerate and do not park on these or 

drop down here. Doors being flung open onto the path is a danger to our pupils and families walking to 

school!  

 

School and PE Uniform reminder 

Please ensure your child comes to school dressed in the correct school uniform or PE kit on their class PE days. 

Our school uniform does not include leggings instead of trousers or hoodies instead of jumpers! Footwear 

should be all black. 

For PE, this is a plain white T-shirt (no logos or pictures across the front of them), plain navy shorts or jogging 

bottoms, plain navy sweatshirt (no logos or pictures across the front of them) and trainers for outside games.   

 

School Council 

Our School Council have now been voted in by their peers. Over the coming term they will be active around school 

and will be reporting on what they are doing in our next newsletter. The first task for our School Council has been 

asking their classes how we can improve their lunchtime experience in the hall and annexe. Their next task will be to 

decide what we will do to support BBC Children in Need on 21st November. More details about their suggestions for 

lunchtimes and any actions will follow when we return to school, along with details on how we will mark Children in 

Need. 

 

Hot lunches 

Hot lunches can be ordered via parentpay up to midnight the day before. Please check that you have ordered your 

child’s meals for the first week back before the start of the new term! If you have not ordered a hot meal you must 

send your child to school with a packed lunch from home. This prevents the inconvenience of you being called and 

asked to bring a lunch into school before lunch time. The caterers cook food for the number of meals ordered, we do 

not have ‘spare’ food to provide for children without lunch ordered or brought to school with them!  

 

 Vacancies 

We currently have a vacancy for a lunch time supervisor to support our Nursery children for an hour a day over the 

lunchtime period.  If you are interested please contact the school office for an application form. 

 

We are also looking for a volunteer parent champion to join our OPAL team. The role requires someone who is as 

passionate about providing the children with the opportunity for outdoor play at break and lunchtimes as we are. 

We need someone who is able to come into school occasionally to observe play and join OPAL meetings as we work 

towards our OPAL mark. Our next official meeting with our OPAL mentor is on Tuesday 2nd December but we would 

invite you in for a meeting prior to this to go through the work we have done so far, plans moving forward and look 

for your input on how we can improve our offer further. If you are interested please contact myself or Mrs Brown 

(Year 3). 


