] Together we care:
learn and grow-

Monday 15 December 2025

Diary Dates
December 2025

Monday 15t December
Pupil Christmas lunch

Tuesday 16™" December
3.15pm — Key Stage Two sing-
along — Playground & Raffle
draw

Wednesday 17*" December —
2.15pm at the PDC

NMPAT music performance to
performers parents and Years
4-6

Thursday 18t December
Christmas parties — non-
uniform day

Friday 19t December

Last day of term and Christmas
Jumper or festive dress

School closes at 3:15pm

January 2026

Monday 5% January

INSET - staff only

Tuesday 6 January

School re-opens at 8:40am to
all pupils
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Merry Christmas from all at Barry Primary

As we race towards the Christmas period and enter the last school week
of the year children are very excited! They have had a busy few weeks
learning the songs for their Christmas performances and practising their
singing skills. With children in Nursery and Reception having taken part
in their sing-a-long to parents on Friday and children in Years 1-3
delivering their performances of ‘The Little Red Robin’ to the school,
grandparents and parents last week they are all ready for a break from
performing and some time to enjoy their class festivities and Christmas
parties. As always, it has been a delight to watch them singing their
hearts out and working together to create magic! Thank you all for
providing the costumes and helping the children to learn the songs,
actions and lines at home.

Our musicians will also have their own performance to their parents and
Upper Phase Year Groups on Wednesday 17" December. If you have a
child who is in the school band, string ensemble or guitar group you will
be in for a treat and look forward to seeing you there.

On Tuesday 16th our Upper Phase Carol Concert will take place on the
main school playground from 3.15pm. | know this will be another
fantastic performance and look forward to seeing you there, make sure
you wrap up warm!

The generosity of our parents never ceases to amaze me! Once again,
Friends of Barry Primary have had so many thoughtful donations for the
raffle, this has enabled 12 fabulous hampers to be created for the raffle
which will be drawn Tuesday 16" December following the Upper Phase
sing-along. A huge thank you to our wonderful Mrs Fishlock for her
creativity and hard work in putting these hampers together for lucky
ticket holders to enjoy! Winners not in attendance will be notified on




Wednesday, if you are one of the lucky ticket holders drawn, please
collect any prizes promptly before the end of term on Friday.

Once again, we extend our thanks to Our Friends of Barry Primary for
organising the school disco as well. They work hard to raise money and
run events throughout the school year. They give up their own time to
make events like school discos and summer fetes possible. Friends of
Barry Primary are always happy to welcome new volunteers, if you are
interested in joining them or finding out more please get in touch at
friendsofbarryprimary@gmail.com

At the end of this week, Miss James says an exciting goodbye as she
temporarily leaves us to begin her maternity leave. We wish her all the
best and are looking forward to welcoming her new arrival soon.

We wish you all a happy and healthy Christmas break and look forward
to seeing you all again on Tuesday 6™ January 2026 when school re-
opens.

Mrs Gardner-Potter
Headteacher
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Barry the Bulldog — Attendance mascot
This term Barry has visited...

Week ending Lower Phase (Y1-3) Upper Phase (Y4-6)
Class attendance Class attendance

24 October 2SM 97.1% 5FM 99.3%
7™ November 2SM 97.8% 3LG 98.6%
14" November 2NW 98.7% 5DP 100%
21 November 2SM 98.5% 6RR 98.7%
28" November 2NW 100% 3LG 100%

5FM 100%
5t December 2NW 98.6% 6RR 98%

Attendance

We know and understand that there are a lot of bugs around at the moment and many children have been
unwell as a result. We do take this into consideration when we are looking at absence and not just the
percentage of attendance a pupil has. However, we do still have to monitor this, especially if there are
several periods of absence over a period of time or a pattern is emerging. Where attendance is a cause for
concern, parents/carers will be invited to meet with me to discuss any medical issues or concerns they or
we may have and look at ways in which we can work together to improve attendance. Please be aware that
any attendance below 90% is classed as persistent absence, whether it is authorised or unauthorised, and
will be very closely monitored by school and the local authority. Please remember, | am unable to authorise
any holidays during term time and absence for this reason will be unauthorised. In line with national
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guidance, any unauthorised absence over 5 days in a 10-week period may result in a fixed penalty notice
which is £80 per parent per week.

Parking

It is disappointing to see the number of cars being parked outside the school on the double yellow lines
again! If you drive your child to school it is your responsibility to park in a safe place that does not cause
danger to our children or inconvenience to the residents of the local area. We work hard to teach the children
about respect and taking responsibility, please support this by parking responsibly and respectfully away
from the yellow lines and walking the rest of the way. Thank you in advance.

School Meals

Please remember to book your child’s school meal before they return to school in January. You will be able
to order up until Midnight on Sunday 5% January, alternatively you will need to provide your child with a
packed lunch (no takeaway meals please!). If your child has any special dietary requirements, please
complete one of the Coombs purple forms (available at the school office) unless you have already done so.
Meals can be booked in advance for your convenience.

Snacks

In Key Stage One, healthy snacks are provided for all children. Some choose to bring their own in and this is
fine but there is always a snack available for them. From Year 3 upwards, parents are expected to provide a
healthy snack. These must only consist of fruit or vegetables. Please do not send your child in with brioche,
croissant, crisps etc for a morning snack as they will not be allowed to eat it. If your child has a diagnosed
dietary need that requires them to have an alternative to fruit or vegetables, please contact the school office
to provide relevant details so that all staff can be made aware. Thank you for your support with this.



