
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Together we care, learn and grow 
  

 

           All your best 
    “BARRY NEWS”  

  each term 

  

Thursday 12th February 2025  

Diary Dates  
 

Term 3 ends tomorrow –  
13th February 2026 at 3:20pm 

 
Monday 23rd February - Term 4 
begins at 8:40am   
 

Monday 2nd March - 4 week   
clubs begin  
 
Monday 2nd March – 
Storytelling sessions EYFS & 
KS1 – 2.30pm-3.15pm 
 
Wednesday 4th March - 
Storytelling sessions EYFS & 
KS1– 2.30pm-3.15pm 
 
Wednesday 4th March – 
3.30pm Year 4 Residential 
meeting 
 
Thursday 5th March – World 
Book Day 
 
Wednesday 11th March – Year 6 
trip to Holdenby House 
 
Thursday 12th March – Parents 
evening 4pm – 7pm 
 

 
This has been a very wet and cold term, but we are halfway through 
the school year already! Hopefully, we will have a drier break and will 
all be able to enjoy getting out into the fresh air. 
 
Last week we held our Opal Stay and Play sessions for parents. It was 
great to see those of you who joined us, we hope you enjoyed seeing 
Opal in action as much as the children enjoyed you being here. We 
understand it can be difficult to join events such as this during the day 
if you have work commitments. We do try to send information out as 
far in advance as possible to enable as many as possible to attend. If 
you missed out this time perhaps you will have the opportunity to join 
in the future. 
 
Although next term is a short one, only 5 weeks it looks like it is going 
to be another busy one with different events taking place throughout 
the term!  
 
We have a very exciting start to the term planned as our ‘chicks’ will 
arrive. Although just eggs and not actually chicks at this stage, the 
children and adults will keep a careful eye over the first week as they 
watch out for signs of hatching! This is always an exciting time as we 
all watch in awe as the chicks make their way into the world!   
 
World Book Day is on Thursday 5th March.  The theme this year is 
'Read your way’. We are inviting our children and staff in Years 1 to 6 
to be as creative as possible and dress as an adjective - a word that 
describes a thing or a place. Please keep a look out for further 
information regarding this exciting day coming very soon!  Nursery 
and Reception children and staff are invited to come dressed up as a 
book character. 
 



 Barry the Bulldog – Attendance mascot 
 
Barry has been well looked after this term, the children love celebrating good attendance and having him in 
their classrooms. So far this term Barry has visited… 

Friday 13th March – Year 3 trip 
to Abington Park 
9am 3LG 
12pm 3BW 
 
Tuesday 17th March – Parents 
evening 3.30pm – 6.30pm 
 
Friday 20th March – Red Nose 
Day – non-uniform day (wear 
something funny or something 
red) donations for comic relief 
 

Monday 23rd March – 
Wednesday 25th March – Year 
4 residential 
 
Friday 27th March 3:20pm – 
Term 4 ends – non-uniform 
day 
  

During this term, we will be inviting parents of Reception and KS1 
children in for storytelling sessions – further information will be sent 
out nearer the time. 
 
Friday 20th March is Red Nose Day! This year, the theme is ‘Take 
Yourself Funny’ to help raise money to support the charity in helping 
those in need of the most basic things – food, sleeping safely or living 
without fear. Children and staff are invited to dress up funny or just 

GO RED FOR RED NOSE DAY. It doesn’t have to be a full outfit, it could 
be a t-shirt, socks, a hair clip – anything you want. How far you take is 
up to you. All we ask is for a £1 donation for Comic Relief. 
 
Mrs Fisher will be returning from her maternity leave after the 
holiday. She will be teaching in Year 5 with Mrs Palmer-Dix in 5LF/DP.  
The children already know both teachers so this will enable a smooth  
 and effective transition. 
 
At the start of next term, I will be sending out a parent survey. I hope 
you will take a few minutes to complete this to enable us to get an 
accurate picture of your views and to help us plan for the future. Your 
voice is incredibly important and will help us to shape the future for 
your child at Barry Primary School. The staff and children work hard to 
make our school a safe and thriving environment where we can all 
learn and feel supported by each other.  
 
If you do have any concerns about any aspect of your experiences at 
our school please speak to your child’s teacher or phase lead at the 
earliest opportunity so we can work together positively. Obviously, 
you can also speak to myself, Miss Barrie and Mrs Hill or contact the 
school office who will pass on any messages accordingly. 
 
 We wish you all a safe and relaxing break and look forward to  
 seeing you all again on Monday 23rd February 2026 at 8:40am.  
 

Mrs Gardner-Potter 

Headteacher  

  

  

Week ending KS1 
 

KS2 
Class / attendance 

 Class attendance Class attendance 

9th January 2026 1LE 99.2% 5DP 99.1% 

16th January 2026 2SM 97.7% 4NS  98% 

23rd January 2026 1LE 100% 5DP 99.3% 



 

 
Well done to you all!  

 

Attendance 
Attending school regularly and on time is vitally important. The first lesson of the day across the school is 
either phonics, English or maths. Being just a few minutes late regularly can have a significant impact on a 
child’s learning as they will potentially miss key information to support learning! Please be aware that any 
lateness beyond 9.30am is recorded as unauthorised absence. 
 
Remember, you can inform school of sickness absence on the studybugs app or leave a message on the 
answerphone before the start of the school day. If you do not inform the school of absence, or your child is 
late arriving to school, you will receive an automated message via the app and non-attendance without 
contact will be recorded as unauthorised. Messages sent out on studybugs are set to send at a scheduled 
time each day and at times there may be a crossover between your child arriving at school and you 
receiving a message. You will also receive notifications if your child’s attendance falls below 95% for the 
school year to date, this is for your information to keep you updated on their overall attendance when it 
falls below the minimum expected attendance rate. Obviously, children do get ill and it is not always 
appropriate for them to attend school and this is taken into consideration before you are asked to attend a 
meeting. You will also receive a notification when their attendance rises above 95% if it has been below. If 
you receive a message and have any queries regarding this please contact the school office. 
 
Our current whole school attendance is 94.6% - Our school target is 96%. 
 
Ongoing erratic absence and/or lateness, or refusal to engage with the school around this, will result in the 
local authority school attendance officer becoming involved and may result in a fixed penalty notice being 
issued by the local authority for non-attendance. Please remember that attendance below 90% is classed 
as persistent absence and regular or repeated lateness is also classed as persistent lateness. 
 
Please remember, although you still need to complete a leave of absence request, we cannot authorise 
leave for family holidays, overseas medical appointments or visits to family during term time. If you do 
choose to take your child away during term time, or you have 5 or more unauthorised absences over a 
10-week period, a referral will be made to the Local Authority and you may receive a Fixed Penalty Notice.  
 

Universal free breakfast club 
Our free breakfast club continues to thrive with many children attending regularly. We always have room 
for more and welcome newcomers. You can book your child a place via the clubs tab on parentpay or 
simply turn up on the day. Doors open at 8.10am each day with a variety of breakfast options available 
throughout the week. The children enjoy being able to socialise with their peers before the start of the 
school day, playing games, colouring or just sitting chatting and provides a smooth transition into class at 
8.40am. 
 

Music fees 
If your child has music tuition from NMPAT please be aware that final instalments for music fees are due by 

29th February. 

 

 

30th January 2026 2SM 98.5% 6RR 100% 

6th February 2026 1LE 99.3% 5FM 99.3% 



Uniform 
We continue to have a number of unnamed items of uniform in our lost property! Please remember to 

label all items of uniform, including coats. It is very difficult to return misplaced clothing when they are not 

named. 

 
Quite often during the Spring term we see a number of variations on school uniform. We ask all parents to 
ensure that children attend school in the correct uniform of: 
 
Navy sweatshirt, cardigan or fleece 
White or jade polo shirt 
Grey skirt, trousers, shorts or pinafore dress  
Grey or navy tights 
Blue gingham dresses in the summer 
Sensible black shoes  
 
Polo shirts and sweatshirts do not have to carry the school logo, plain items are available more widely and 

at less cost from most supermarkets and many high street shops. We ask that you do not send your child to 

school in leggings, hoodies, colourful trainers or clothing with logos! Wearing trainers all the time is not 

healthy for a child’s feet.  However, we understand that school shoes are expensive and when children are 

very active they get ruined quickly. If trainers are to be worn they must be all black. 

 

Our PE uniform is: Plain white t-shirt, navy PE shorts, navy plain tracksuit and plimsolls or trainers. Children 
should not be wearing any clothing with logos and will be asked to remove it if they do. If your child comes 
to school in the wrong uniform you will receive a call and be asked to bring the correct uniform into school.  
 
On PE days please remember to remove earrings or put tape on your child’s ears to cover earrings. Long 
hair must also be tied back. These are health and safety requirements for school PE. 
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