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Thursday 26" March 2026

Diary Dates
March 2026

Term 4 ends — Friday 27t
March at 3.20pm Mufti Day —
no donation

Term 5 — School reopens
Monday 13t April 2026 —
8.40am

16" April — School Disco
Nursery & Reception - 4-5pm
Year 1,2 &3 -5.15-6.15pm
Years 4,5 & 6-6.30-7.30

Monday 20" — School led
Clubs begin (5 weeks)

May 2025

Monday 4" May — May bank
holiday - school closed

8t" May — David Attenborough
Day — celebrating 100 years of
David Attenborough

8t May - Y5 visit to the
Guardwara

Monday 11t — Thursday 14
—Year 6 SATs

Finally, as we near the end of the Spring Term the sun has made an
appearance! Although this has been a very short term it has certainly
been a busy one.

We have had a very successful term with children representing the
school in a variety of ways.

Our amazing Boccia team made it through to the School Games County
Finals after coming in first place in the Boccia tournament they took
part in earlier in the term. There were over 100 schools competing and
our children came in third place, which is such an achievement! They
demonstrated fantastic team work and resilience and we are so proud
of them all.

Children from across the school, from Nursery to Year 6, have had their
learning enhanced by visitors and trips. As always, they were fantastic
ambassadors for the school and really demonstrated their excellent
behaviour and love of learning.

Once again, at the start of this term the children were very excited by
the delivery of eggs into school and the hatching of 4 chicks. They
enjoyed watching them grow and having them visit their classrooms.
The whole experience was documented by children in some amazing
writing.

World book day was enjoyed by staff and children across the school
with some fantastic costumes on display. Well done to parents,
children and staff for your creativity and engagement with this event.

The annual residential visit to Condover Hall in Shropshire for our Year
4 children has been another success. The children had a fun-filled visit,
facing fears and immersing themselves in the many activities on offer.
They are all back safely but tired and looking forward to a rest next
week!




20t May — Y6 cluster transition
day 10am —2pm

Friday 22" - Term 5 ends
3:20pm — Mufti-day (bring a
raffle prize)

Our string ensemble represented the school at the Music Youth
Festival on Saturday 21st March. Once again, they performed brilliantly
and demonstrated how hard they practise to learn how to play their
instruments so well. We are very lucky to work closely with the
fabulous music teachers at NMPAT.

Our Key Stage Two children from the school choir will be performing at
the Big Sing at the Derngate Theatre next term on Thursday 215 May.
The children and Mrs Fisher have been busy learning the many songs
they will sing. Tickets are available from the theatre if you want to
come along and watch us. If you haven’t been before it is certainly a
great evening of entertainment.

School attendance is crucial to children’s learning, both academically
and socially. Our current whole school attendance is 95.7% which is in

line with attendance nationally.

So far this term, Barry the Bulldog has visited...

Week commencing Lower Phase (Y1-3) Upper Phase (Y4-6)
Class attendance Class attendance
9*" February 2026 1LE 97.3% 6SM 98%
23" February 2026 1sJ 98.7% 6SM 99.3%
2" March 2026 2NW 99.3% 6RR 99.3%
9" March 2026 1sJ 100% 3BW 99.3%
16 March 2026 1sJ 96% 3BW 97.1%

As a school we always welcome volunteers to come into school and
support with listening to children read, art/DT projects and supporting
during educational visits. We would particularly welcome support for
listening to children read in the older years. If you are interested in
volunteering in school please contact the school office.

As you will know from the communication sent out to you by our Chair
of Governors, this is the final week that | will be in school daily. Whilst
a new headteacher is being recruited for September, from the start of
next term, | will be around two or three days a week. On the days | am
not in school, Miss Barrie will be taking on the role of Headteacher so
there will always be one of us around should you need to contact us.

We wish you all a safe and relaxing two week break and look forward
to seeing you all again on Monday 13t April 2026.

Mrs Gardner-Potter
Headteacher




Polite reminder — playground equipment

Whilst we encourage our children to use our wonderful playground equipment during the school day, can |
please remind you that it is not for use before or at the end of the school day. We must ask that parents
and children vacate the playground promptly at the end of the school day so that the grounds can be locked
up and made secure for our children attending after school clubs and wrap around care.

Nursery morning session collection and afternoon session drop off — very important!

From Monday 13 April, parents collecting children from a morning session in Nursery will need to wait at
the top playground gate opposite the co-op. The gate will be unlocked at 11:40 until 11:45 and parents will
wait to be escorted across to nursery as a group to collect their children. Once all children are with their
adult, you will be escorted back across to the gate by a member of staff.

For children attending afternoon Nursery sessions, please come to the top gate opposite the co-op ready to
be letinat12.30pm - all parents will be escorted across as a group. Please ensure you are punctual collecting
and dropping off your children to Nursery, once the gate is locked you will have to go to school reception
to drop off or collect your child — you will no longer be able to use the buzzer to go directly across to Nursery.

Parents and carers will no longer be permitted to walk across the main playground during the school day
without a member of staff escorting them. This change is being introduced to reduce the number of adults
moving through the playground while other children are playing, helping us maintain a safer and more secure
environment for everyone.

There is no change to dropping off first thing in the morning or collecting at the end of the school day.
Attendance and lateness

We continue to receive requests for leave during term time. Please ensure that you have read the attendance
leaflet available on our school website which outlines the school’s policy.

Please remember, we cannot authorise leave for family holidays or trips overseas during term time, even for
medical appointments or to see sick relatives. If you do choose to take your child out of school during term
time you may be fined by the Local Authority. Any unauthorised absence of 5 days or more in a 10 week
period is subject to a fixed penalty notice.

Arriving at school on time is crucial to ensure that children do not miss the start of day learning. This is always
phonics, reading, English or maths. Missing the start of any of these lessons can be detrimental to learning
but can also have a negative impact on a child’s wellbeing. Often, children find it embarrassing entering the
classroom late and can often find it difficult to settle quickly when the class are already engaged in a lesson.
Obviously, children do get ill and are sometimes too unwell to attend school, particularly in the colder
months when lots of illnesses are circulating. If your child is ill please ensure you contact the school on the
first day of absence (via the study bugs app or by contacting the school office on 01604 234574) giving details
of the illness and keep the school updated on any absence. We have a duty of care to ensure contact is made
between home and school so if we do not hear from you a call will be made. If we are unable to make contact
and do not hear from you, a home visit may be made.



Universal free breakfast club

Finally, we are pleased to inform you that due to ongoing Government support, our Free Breakfast club will
continue to run and is available for all pupils from Reception to Year 6. Whilst we will not turn anyone
away, we would appreciate it if you would complete the online booking if you are intending for your child
to attend. This will help with our forward planning to ensure we have adequate staffing day-to-day.



